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LOOKOUT
This page, the art
collector owner enjoys
the villa's courtyard pool
Opposite, the house is
divided into a stone core
inspired by the defensive
rock of the Acropolis,
aglass-clad living area
and a cantilevered top
floor, imagined as a pair
of binoculars framing the
expansive city views
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bove Athens, Divercity’s latest residential offering manages to be both a standout and a hideout
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hizzing through the quiet

residential streets of the Greek capital
on a warm early summer day, there is
a faint aroma of bitter orange in the air.
This is the typical scent of post-war
Athens — during the city’s 1960s boom,
many of its streets were lined with
fragrant citrus trees. It feels rather fitting
on the way to visit local firm Divercity’s
latest residential offering, located in leafy
Paleo Psychiko, a district that blossomed
during the 1960s and is one of central
Athens’ classiest, oldest and wealthiest
residential neighbourhoods, traditionally
associated with embassies and old money.

Intriguingly, the house’s unusual
shape and periscope-like cantilever does
not come into full view until the car pulls
up at the front door. Considering the
street’s slope and the relatively low
housing that surrounds it, this is no mean
feat. Designed for maximum freedom of
movement and flexibility, this project has
also been approached with high levels of
privacy in mind, and on first impressions
at least, it certainly achieves its goal.

‘When we decided to commission our
house in 2007, we launched a competition
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OFF THE WALL
This picture, sheltered marble steps lead to the main
entrance. Above, the lower ground floor comprises an

indoor pool with a mural by Kron Designs, and a marble

garage housing a vintage 1971 Mercedes 280SE 3.5
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and several Greek architects took part.
All were young and dynamic practices
who were at that time breaking the mould
of the traditional Greek house,’ say

the owners, a young Athenian family of
five. The couple are avid art and design
collectors, who work in the creative
industry and whose extended family
has been living in the area for decades.
‘But when we saw Divercity’s design,
we knew it was our dream house.

It was all glass, open, and so different
from all the conventional houses.’

From the architects’ point of view, the
project sprang from an interesting set of
requests. ‘A few things really stood out
when we first received the brief,’ explains
London- and Athens-based Divercity
co-founder, architect Nikolas Travasaros.
“To start with, it had to be flexible and
easily accommodate a small gathering of
a handful of friends, a large party of a few
hundred people, as well as intimate daily
life.” Music and entertaining are a big
part of the family’s life, and the owners
had in mind an open, glasshouse effect.
Confidentiality was another key point
of the brief, as the owners’ family art »»
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collection may be significant, but the
couple prefer to keep a low profile. This
created a whole new set of challenges for
the design team.

“The trick was to create a house that is
private but not full of walls, open but not
visible from the street, large but not
impersonal,’ says Travasaros. ‘Also, there
are two levels of privacy — one in relation
to the outside world and a second one
within the house. The couple’s suite can
become secluded if needs be.’

To the same effect, the house’s
generous picture windows on the upper
level are protected from both the sun
and prying eyes by a set of sophisticated
bespoke slatted blinds running along
their length, with their angle adjustable
to let in maximum light and minimum
visual intrusion.

The house is very linear, and composed
of three long volumes placed on top of
each other. The top floor contains the
family bedrooms; the distinctly
transparent ground level houses the main
living areas (dining room, kitchen and
sitting room leading to a large street-
facing terrace); and the semi-buried stone-
clad lower ground floor is dedicated to a
flexible space, including a marble garage
that transforms towards the back into an
ample gallery space.

‘Here we tried to combine all our
interests, say the owners. “This includes
space for a large vintage car collection, an
indoor swimming pool and an art display
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ART OPENING
Top, a Vanessa Beecroft print, VB 48, Palazzo Ducale
Genoa, Italy (2011), hangs in the light-filled living area

Above, the front door opens on Jeff Koons’ 1988
Wishing Well ornate golden mirror

area. It was a challenge to create a space
that would relate both to small artworks
and much bigger vintage cars, and at the
same time remain elegant.’ This level is
hardly seen from the street.

The structure’s top tube-shaped
volume (the builders jokingly named
it the ‘banana’) bends to make the
most of the hilly location’s long views
towards Athens’ 2008 Olympic Stadium.
‘It has been imagined as a pair of
binoculars framing the expansive city
views, says Travasaros. The amphitheatre-
shaped structure moves away from the
neighbouring houses — it turns its back
to the one on its left and creates an
internal courtyard between itself and
the house on its right, belonging to
a family member. The plan is for the two
families to eventually share a garden.

Along pool dominates the courtyard
and creates a dialogue between different
sections of the house. Openings on the
pool floor act as skylights, bringing light
into the gallery space below. On the same
level, the living room’s glass walls open
up towards the water, effortlessly uniting
inside and outside during the long and
hot Athenian summer. It is also a visual
boundary for the plot. “‘Here the water
works almost like a river, creating a little
island between the two houses,’ says the
architect. ‘Everywhere you sit in the
house, there is always visual connection
with the outside space. This way the
building may be long, but you always
feel that you are close to the outside.’

The house’s colour palette is minimal
and restrained — black, white, aluminium
and grey quartzite stone (the same used
for Peter Zumthor’s Therme Vals) —
allowing for the light and scale to play
their tricks between opaqueness and
transparency, intimacy and openness.
The owners personally styled the interior,
with a blend of fine art pieces from the
family collection, 1970s vintage furniture
and contemporary designs. The architects
designed all the fitted pieces of furniture,
such as the customised shoe display in the
couple’s suite.

‘Our friends call it the James Bond
house,’ the couple say proudly, only
half-joking. Generously proportioned,
open, streamlined and including all
mod cons as well as a host of art and
design pieces, the Psychiko House is
resolutely contemporary, making
an architectural statement that is rare
for the area. Refreshingly, it also remains
an incredibly welcoming, comfortable
and informal family home. %
www.divercityarchitects.com



